Geography 301 - Spring 2010
Term Paper Assignment and Contract
Assignment:  You are to write a research-based paper about any topic of relevance to the course.  

Due dates: 
Proposed bibliography with at least 5 scholarly, geographic sources (1 pt.): 
Feb. 24

Rough draft for peer review (2 pts.): 






April 12

Final draft (18 pts.): 








April 28
Final draft grading:  Your final draft grade will be determined by how well you do the following:
a. present a well-structured argument with an introduction, thesis statement, logically-organized body and conclusion (11 pts.);
b. write objective prose (avoid speaking as yourself, asserting personal opinions, drawing from your background personal experiences and observations, etc. (Your direct observations are only valid if they are conducted specifically for this assignment.)  (3 pts.)
c. submit a paper that is grammatically correct and free of punctuation and spelling errors (2 pts.);
d. properly cite all sources in the text and in the bibliography.  (You must use the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for in-text citations and the bibliography.  (Follow the “citation style guide” link on the Oviatt library home page at library.csun.edu.  Or copy the format used in any article published in the Geographical Review in the last 3 years.)  (2 pts.)
e. Base your paper on your engagement with peer-reviewed material published in discipline-specific (i.e. geography) journals and books.  You must cite a minimum of 5 such sources, though I recommend more.  Articles from the class reading list may be cited but DO NOT count towards the 5 minimum.  THE INSTRUCTOR WILL AUTOMATICALLY ASSIGN ZERO POINTS TO ANY PAPER THAT CITES LESS THAN 5 APPROPRIATE SOURCES, since any such paper would not qualify as a class term paper.  Students will NOT be allowed to re-do the assignment once they have turned it in.  To be clear:  a paper that cites only 4 scholarly, geographic sources (though it may cite 1,000 other sources) will receive zero points.  It is your responsibility to check with the instructor early in the process to ensure that you are on safe ground here.  
I have read and understand all of the requirements for the term paper, including clause “e”.

Student signature:__________________________________ (Sign and hand in on paper due date.)

Length: No less than five typed, double-spaced pages.  Diagrams, maps, etc. are welcome in addition to the five pages.  Submission:  All term papers will be submitted electronically to turnitin.com  (details forthcoming)
